Important Things to Do Before Listing Your Home

Exterior repairs and touch-ups:
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Repaint or replace your mailbox. Mailboxes seldom age well, but they are a prominent part of
the view at the front door that greets potential buyers.

Clean and tidy up the garage/carport. (Plan on making a few trips to the dump.)

Repair and/or paint eavestroughs, downspouts and soffits.

Refinish the front door and polish any door brass.

Grease the rollers on the garage door(s) and make sure that they work properly. Buyers often
open these doors to make sure that they do —in fact — open.

Replace all cracked or broken window panes. Thermal window panes (the ones with two sheets
of glass with a sealed insulating air space between them) often age badly, with the seal failing
and admitting humid air which usually results in condensation or “fogging” between the panes.
These should be replaced with new inserts because they project an image of an ageing and
neglected residence.

If necessary, repaint the exterior and interior window frames and trim.

Make sure that the doorbell is in good working order.

Replace any warped/cracked/missing roof shingles.

Make sure the house civic (street) number is visible and give it a fresh coat of paint if
appropriate.

Replace worn or noticeably faded exterior doormats with new ones.

Interior repairs and touch-ups:
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Repair and paint cracks/holes/dents in walls and wood trim. (Use plastic wood or wallboard
filler.)

Consider painting (or removing some) kitchen cupboard doors to give them a lighter appearance
and replace handles to give the kitchen a more contemporary appearance.

Ensure that all door knobs and cupboard latches are tight.

Repair leaky sink/shower faucets and toilets.

Replace all burned out light bulbs.

Oil squeaky door hinges.

Repair/replace seals or caulking around bathtubs, showers and sinks.

Have the carpets professionally cleaned if they are dirty or stained.

De-personalize & declutter!



